
      Black Mountain Elementary PAC 
     General Meeting 

October 21, 2021, 6:15 pm, Zoom 
 
 
 
 

1. Call to Order at 6:17pm 
2. Attendees: Jess P., Janelle, Katie R., Dawn, Susan, Jeanne, Britanie, Janet, Adrian, 

Sandeep, Jamie, Gertrude, Katie B, Jess S. 
3. Adopt Minutes from Previous Meeting: Dawn and Katie R. 
4. Adopt Agenda: Jeanne and Britanie 
5. Introductions: Small introductions made of name and position on PAC for new 

attendees and new attendees introduced themselves.  
6. Administrative Reports: 

Janet: Picture Day was a success and retake day is now complete. They are a very 

professional and easy company to work with. Now that we’re into October things are 

running smoothly and are running how they should be.  

-The Terry fox run was a huge success, it was coordinated by a small committee of 

teachers, and just north of $800 was raised.  

-The school has put out reminders regarding the fact that school fees were due at the 

end of September, one family in the district who paid on time will win the prize of 

having their school fees for the year reimbursed.  

-The school has their own tissue box draw going on and one lucky student will win a 

prize, the winner will be drawn next week.  

-Halloween dress up will be Friday, October 29th. Teachers will be setting their own 

protocols for the day following the same standards as always, that is no gory, scary or 

costumes with weapons or with accessories that appear as weapons. There will be an 

outdoor Kindie parade at 9am for parents to come view the kids in costume, it was very 

successful last year, hoping it will run just as smoothly this year.  

Adrian: As we are nearing the end of October the classroom reviews have now been 
completed, and the plans are now in place to support the teachers. Proud of how the 
reviews went, it was a hard two days, but everything got completed and the support is 
now where it needs to be.  

7. Executive Reports: 
a. President: Janelle has nothing to report on.  
b. Vice President: Dawn has nothing to report on but wanted everyone to keep the start 
time of the meeting in mind for feedback at the end of the meeting. Think about the end time 
of the meeting, is it too late now? Or does 6:15 feel like a better start time.  
c. Secretary: Jess P. has nothing to report. 



d. Treasurer: Sandeep, reported on bank balances and let everyone know they could feel 
free to email him anytime and he will send you whatever reports you would like. 
General Account Balance $23,684.85 
Gaming Account Balance: $112.70 
Outstanding amounts that will be withdrawn from the bank account, COBBS and Chopped Leaf 
$1,537.00 
Final Cash position both accounts: $22,260.55 
-Janelle shared the Preliminary Budget. Some items that were brought up as they may have 
stood out, were the Grade 5 hoodies. We have a larger group of Grade 5’s this year compared 
to last couple of previous years, so for right now we have budgeted $780.00 towards hoodies. 
-Discretionary Staff fund, we have 20 teachers, as well as non-enrolling staff, so we have upped 
the budget this year to $4050. This money provides teachers with the freedom to spend it on 
classroom supplies, stickers, rewards etc. and staff are always grateful for that extra help as a 
lot of this spending comes directly out of their pocket.  
-We will talk about kindergarten t-shirts later and how many students the school expects to 
enroll so number could change slightly.  
-Supported COBBS already, we do this every year and it’s a way we give back to a grad of BME 
who is now in university/college/trade school.  
-Jamie put a motion on the floor to accept the preliminary budget as presented with the 
opportunity to add bigger items come November or later as the school finds the need for them. 
Dawn, Jess P., and Katie R. all seconded the motion, Jamie called for all in favor, motion passed.  
e. COPAC: Jeanne hasn’t had a chance to speak with Tony yet, but she will. Tony is a 
member of the South Rutland Elementary School PAC. This is a PAC that suffered from stolen 
funds, and she has offered to discuss what happened with any PAC’s that would like to hear 
about it. We previously agreed it would be good to hear about what happened as that’s 
wisdom we don’t feel we should pass up on.  
-COPAC’s focus for the year is trying to get new members to join. They have lots of positions 
open on different committees, consider attending a meeting or letting Jeanne know you’re 
interested, and she can pass on your information. Or you can contact Simon yourself, Jeanne 
can pass on his information to you if you would like. 
-There was topic brought up at the COPAC meeting regarding COVID and the Lower Mainland 
schools’ concerns. Vancouver school district implemented a K-12 mask mandate on Sep 27th, 
then on Sept 29th the Surrey school district followed suit with a K-12 mask mandate. On Oct 4th, 
the BC provincial government announced a mask mandate for all students in grades K-12. At 
the Oct 4th COPAC meeting, it was brought up that certain PACS/DPACS had created a letter on 
Sep 27th that they are sending to the BC Health Minister. It is a joint letter that was brought up 
as lower mainland DPAC’s are asking for more support. It was put to the floor during the COPAC 
meeting and each PAC representative was asked to support it or not. A few PAC members said 
they were uncomfortable speaking on behalf of their entire PAC without taking this to them 
first. It was then decided to ask each PAC if they supported the letter or not. Jeanne brought it 
up to our PAC Exec on Oct 15, we had until the 18th to respond, and we decided that as a PAC 
Exec we couldn’t speak on behalf of all members of the community. Everyone should have a 
chance to read the letter themselves and vote themselves. Jeanne let COPAC know how we felt.  



-Jamie, is proud of our executive for doing the best we could, our exec stepped up to represent 
what we thought was best. 
f. Fundraising: Katie R. update – Purdy’s info will go home with kids on Monday, ordering 
is open and will close Nov 15th. The order will arrive the week of Nov 22-26, we will then need a 
day of sorting, organizing, and sending home. Katie and Jamie will work on a system that has 
less hiccups than last year. Also wanted to remind parents that when they place their order, 
they need to put in the notes section of the order who the order belongs to. As in what student 
in what class. Jess S. asked if we are not getting catalogues? Katie R. No, we are not getting 
catalogues sent out this year. Jess S. asked her to inquire, lots of parents like to see things 
physically in a catalogue not just on a computer. 
-Poinsettias, option of DeVry, or growing smiles. Can send growing smiles info to anyone who 
wants it, Katie R. looked at it and made notes. DeVry hasn’t gotten back to Katie yet. Jess S. said 
DeVry and growing smiles are the same, and she’s surprised DeVry hasn’t gotten back to her. 
Suggested Katie follow up with them again as usually they are very pushy. Asked Janet if this 
would be an option for a fundraiser, and while it is it will be contingent on parents picking up 
and going home when the order comes in. Parents will have to recognize there is not a lot of 
wiggle room to store them and they must be able to come and pick them up when they are 
ready. They won’t be able to just sit there like they have in previous years. Dawn and Janet both 
have said they are good quality. Janet said it must be done soon, as they need to be handed out 
by beginning of Dec. Katie will get going on that fundraiser. 
-March – possibility for Purdy’s again for easter. 
-April – may discuss doing a scholastic in person or online only book fair type fundraiser, but 
that’s a future conversation. 
-Maybe a Cookie Dough Fundraiser, asked for thoughts. Jess P. mentioned lots of sports teams 
do this specific fundraiser, the Okanagan Gymnastic Centre does it already, I believe twice a 
year, so we may have lots of competition with that one. 
-We missed the boat on fall photos with Candace Johnson, but we could do one in the spring. 
Nothing is set up yet, so we don’t know the Month, but Candace agreed to keep the same 
sitting fee donation of $25 that goes directly to the PAC and keeping the photo package price 
the same, $100.  
-Greenery Fundraiser in the spring is a possibility. Dawn said to get on it, they only allot so 
many gift cards to schools and lots of schools like this fundraiser.  
- A friend of Katie’s from another school said their PAC does Freezie Fridays and they do well so 
that is a thought for the spring/summer if the school would be ok with it.    
-Julee wondered about doing another bottle drive campaign like we did last year, maybe there 
would be some parents interested in one morning, doing the collection and dropping it off at 
the Depot? 
-Mabel Labels cheque came in, maybe we could mention that on our FB page again, that it’s an 
ongoing fundraiser.  
g. Facebook/Communication: FB is going well, posts early in the morning so that as 
parents are having coffee, they can see the posts. Janelle asked everyone at the meeting to 
start liking the posts more, maybe that will help them to get seen by more parents, and the 
posts will get worked up in the algorithm.  



h. Hot Lunch: Julee - it’s going well so far; we have an average of 4 parents showing up to 
help with the handout. We had 230 orders placed for October with a net total in sales of 
$4,471.50. So far for November we have a total of 233 orders placed and a net total in sales of 
$5,414.60.  
- Julee is wondering if anyone is interested in purchasing the juice from Costco. She tries to buy 
for one month at a time from Costco or SunRype directly.  
-The December menu has not been created yet. 
i. Fruit & Veggie: Katie B. we had an order on October 18th of spartan apples. It was a 
Monday, so it was a little hectic with Hot Lunch also being on Monday. The same bins for 
delivering food to the classrooms get used. Katie B. is hoping that it can be coordinated a little 
bit better and not happen on a Monday again. 
j. Volunteer Coordinator: Jules - we are hopeful that we will get opportunities for more 
volunteers in the future, we currently don’t really need any.  

8. Old Business 
-World Teachers Day – success as far as Janelle knows, we did CEAs on Monday and 
Teachers on Tuesday, we used Brooses Sweet Tooth. 
-Grade 5 hoodies – well under way, the kids are super excited. The hoodies look 
different than they have in past years, everyone has been measured and sized up, 
hopefully all the money has come in, and we can touch base with Janet. PAC used to 
handle this, but it sounds like the school is handling it – school will be invoiced for Grade 
5 hoodies confirmed by Dawn, Janet has taken care of everything. 
-Evergreen trees, grant application out right now, and Jackie T. is on it.  

9. New Business 
-Janelle would like to see the Faces of BME – she hasn’t talked to Janet or Adrian yet but 
will. She would like to have pictures of teachers and staff of the school posted to our FB 
page for parents to see. We have lots of new families this year that haven’t had the 
chance for those in person meets or the opportunity to walk in the school like past 
years, we also have lots of new staff members. Jamie thinks it’s a great idea and Janet 
will jump in as community is something people need so much of.  
- Jess P. brought up an agricultural grant that we could apply for. Jamie said that we 
tried to bring it forward before, but we wound up just buying our own bins. Katie B is 
going to reach out to the kindie classes to see how the bins/wheels are holding up. 
Janelle will bring this up with Janet and Adrian and report back to us.  

10. Meeting adjourned at 7:37pm 
Next PAC Meeting – November 18, 2021 @ 6:15pm 
Minutes prepared by Jessica P.  
 


