
QUALITY ASSESSMENT 
PRACTICES...
To help provide effective ways of communicating student 
learning.
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WHAT IS QUALITY 
ASSESSMENT?
▪ Fair, meaningful, and responsive to 

all learners
▪ Ongoing descriptive feedback
▪ Provides varied and multiple 

opportunities for learners to 
demonstrate their learning

▪ Promotes development of student 
self-assessment and goal-setting for 
next steps in learning
▪ Allows for a collection of student 

work to be gathered over time to 
provide a full profile of the learner 
and the learning

Communicates clearly to the learner and parents where the student is, what 
they are working toward, and the ways learning can be supported.



FRESHGRADE
Reporting will 
▪ align with the redesigned curriculum and instruction
▪ be clear on the extent to which a student is meeting age/grade expectations
▪ clearly identify any concerns about student progress
▪ be clear about the students’ competencies of interacting with peers, their ability to 

be personally aware and responsible, and their contributions to the classroom, 
school, community

“…an open door into your child’s educational experience.”





Ongoing communication may take a variety of forms, 
such as parent-teacher meetings, student-led 
conferences, term report cards, FreshGrade samples 
and demonstrations of student work, videos, written 
summaries, and portfolio entries.
▪ To use quality assessment practices and to create 

ways to amplify the learning that emerges day in and 
day out at Black Mountain Elementary.
▪ Support a three-way conversation about STUDENT 

LEARNING throughout the year.
▪ To celebrate evidence of student learning and 

collaboratively set goals for future learning through 
powerful descriptive feedback.

OUR COMMITMENT



DIFFERENTIATED LEARNING
To personalize each student’s learning, we will :
▪ Provide students different ways of learning
▪ Hands-on activities, technology assisted, 

▪ Provide opportunities for students to collaborate
▪ Math groups, literacy centres, citizenship activities 

▪ Provide in-depth exploration through inquiry
▪ Integrating subject matter by providing various environmental experiences, building 

wonder and curiosity



BME GOALS
▪ To embed the 7 Habits into our daily work & build community
▪ to ensure learners are at the centre; focusing on ‘leadership building’

▪ To focus on a competency-driven, concept-based approach to learning rather than a 
content-driven way of learning

▪ To instill a growth mindset in our learners
▪ To communicate learner growth in meaningful ways
▪ To empower our students to say:

-"I know what I am learning and why it is important."  
-"I can self-reflect and articulate where I am in my learning." 
-"I can select and provide evidence that best represents where I am in my learning." 
-"I can give and receive feedback to understand how to take the next steps in my learning.": 
-"I know how I learn best and actively seek opportunities to grow."



Grades alone cannot 
adequately describe 

progress in skills critical 
for the 21st century, or 

help children know what 
next steps they need to 
take to improve in these 

competencies.

Students should be 
able to describe, 

self-assess, and reflect 
on their learning 

journey.



4 POINT SCALE
Level of 

Competency
Big ideas and Core 

Competencies
ACQUIRING 1 Student requires teacher 

direction and support to 
acquire skill.

DEVELOPING 2 Student is learning to 
practice and apply skill 

with some teacher 
support.

REFINING & 
MASTERING

3 Student is refining skills 
with increasing 
consistency and 

independence moving 
toward applying skills.

EXTENDING 4 Students takes 
ownership and 

self-initiates innovative 
use of skills.



Ways to show learning...
TWO OF THE SAME

Photos of writing samples throughout 
the term that demonstrate progress

Paired with…
- student self-assessment
- teacher assessment
- parent feedback
- collaborative goal setting

COMMUNICATING THE BIG IDEAS
Audio clips of students’ oral reading
Paired with…
- student self-assessment
- teacher assessment
- parent feedback
- collaborative goal setting













DESCRIPTIVE FEEDBACK
FRESHGRADE 
PORTFOLIO

▪ Highlights student 
growth
▪ A purposeful collection 

of a child’s work 
showcasing their 
learning
▪Carefully chosen work 

to document the 
learning journey and 
highlighting the 
growth of each child as 
a learner
▪ fosters conversations 

that promote 
THINKING

Research demonstrates that descriptive feedback raises student academic 
achievement, while letter grades do not.   “Regular and positive communication 
between home and school is the most important building block and factor in 
determining a student’s success.”

Your feedback has a profound impact on your child’s motivation and well-being; 
therefore, what should you write/comment when you see your child’s work, sample, 
artifact posted on FreshGrade? 

• I) Online - Compliments:  Description of Success
• Your brain was focused when you were adding those numbers!
• You put in amazing speed and effort in your race to the goal!
• You worked hard and pronounced every word on the page perfectly!
• You put a lot of thought and effort into your ideas!

• II) In person - Questions/Suggestions:  Description of Next Steps
• How do you know the answer is correct? What strategy did you use?
• Can you retell the story in your own words? If not, what is your next step?
• Have you thought about the ending? Is the story finished?
• What is the next challenge for  you to take on in your learning?



At the end of the day, the most overwhelming key 
to a child’s success is the positive involvement of 

parents.  (Jane D. Hall)


